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ANTIOUITIES 


OF 
TEWEESBURY 


QC i 0 ©. 
Sc. 


N the reigns of Ethelred, Kenrid, 


and Ethelbald, kings of Mercia, 
there flouriſhed in Mercia two 
brothers, Odo and Dodo, great 
noblemen, who in the year 715 
founded a monaſtery on their own eſtate at 


2 and dedicated it to the Virgin 
| Mary, endowed it with the manor of 
Stanway in Glouceſterſhire, and other pos 
ſeſſions ſufficient to maintain a prior and 


four or five monks who were of the Bene 
dictine order 0 8 Io 


Norman Conqueſt, revenge taking 1 


Bri 


ENI 


In the year 800, Hugh, a nobleman of 
Mercia, (being patron of the Priory of 
Tewkeſbury) procured Brithric, king of the 
Weſt-Saxons, who married Offa's daughter, 
a mercian king, to be buried there in ſaint 
Faith's chapel, where he himſelf, in the 
year 812, was allo buried, 


In the year 980, a nobleman, named 
Haylward Snow, (ſo called from his fair 
complexion) and deſcended from king Ed- 
ward the elder, founded a Monaſtery. on 
his own eſtate at Cranburne in Dorſetfhire, 
and at that time ſubjected the Priory of 
Tewkeſbury (of which he was patron). to 
the Abbey of Cranburne. Algar his eldeſt 
fon by his wife Algive, ſuccceded him in 
his eſtate, who dying without iſſue, was 
ſucceeded by his *brother BriQric, 


This Brictric being ambaſſador at the court 
of Baldwin Earl of Flanders, Maud, the 
Earl's daughter, fell in love with him, but 
being lighted, ſhe afterwards married Wil- 
liam the Conqueror, and ſoon after the 


for ſuch flight, and the Conqueror being 
tempted with his large eſtate, ſhe worked 
Kric's ruin; who was ſeized in his ma- 
nor 


_ © Briric was ſon of Algar and not brother 


as appears by many paſſages in domeſday, par- 
ticularly under the manor of Tewkeſbury. 


| 
; 
| 
| 
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„ 

of Hanley [or Stanley, ] and ſent priſoner 
to Wincheſter, where he died without iſſue, 
and was there buried ; and the king gave 
Brictric's Honour of Glouceſter to the 
Queen, who held it for her life ; but ſhe 
dying in April 108g, the king retained the 
honour in his own . hands ; and the Con- 
12 dying in 1087, his ſon William 

ufus ſucceeded him, who ſometime after- 
wards gave Brictric's honour of Glouceſter 
to Robert Fitz-Hamon,* ſon of Hamon lord 
of Corboile in Normandy, (who 'marned 
Sybill the fiſter of Robert de Belaime carl 
oi Shrewſbury) as a reward for the man 
ſervices he had performed for his late father. 


In the year 1102, the faid Robert Fitz- 
Hamon at the inſtance of Sybill his wiſe, 
and Girald the abbot of Cranburne, re-built 
Tewkeſbury Church, with all the Offices, 
and endowed it with many large poſſeſſions; 
and it being judged that this place exceeded 

C 2 the 


® Robert Fitz-Hamon in 1091, made a deſcent 
into South Wales, flew Rhees ap 1 udor the 
Jaſt prince thereof, and conquered Glamorgan- 
ſhire. His ſtyle in his Charters runs thus: 

« Sir Robert Fitz-Hamon, by the grace of 
«© God, prince of Glamorgan, earl of Corbojl, 
% baron of Thorigny and Granvile, lord of 
% Glouceſter, Briſtol, Tewkeſbury and Cardiff, 
% conqueror of Wales, near kinſman of the 
« king, and general of his highneſſes army in 
« France.“ | 
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3 
the Monaſtery of Cranburne in fruitfulneſs 


of ſoil and pleaſantneſs of fituation ; abbot 


Girald and the monks that year removed to 
Tewkeſbury, leaving only a prior and two 
monks at Cranburne, to keep up the me- 
mory of the founders of that 3 changed 
the abbey of Cranburne into a priory, and 
ſubjekted it for the future to the abbey of 
Tewkeſbury. Robert Fitz-Hamon died in 
March, 1107, in Normandy, and was 
brought over and buried in the chapter- 


houſe of N but his bones in 1241 
5 


were wrapt in fine diaper, and removed by 


Robert, 0 e third abbot of that name) into 
the churc 


in a plain tomb above ground, on the right 


, and interred between two pillars 


hand of the chancel; and afterwards Tho- 
mas Parker, the 18th abbot, in 1397, cauſed 


the chapel* of carved ſtone that now is, to 
be eretted over him, and appointed a maſs 


for the dead to be celebrated every day in 
memory of the founder and his wife. Robert 
Fitz-Hamon left iſſue by his wife Sybill, 
four daughters, (viz.) Mabille, Hawys, 
Cecile, and Amys. 


King Henry the firſt after the death of 


| Robert Fitz-Hamon, being unwilling that 


ſo 


® Round the top of this chape] was wrote, 
but now not legible: © In iſta Capella jacet 
Dns, Robertus Filius Hamonis, hujus loci 
F undator,” 
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( 5 ) 

ſo great an eſtate as the honour of Glou- 
ceſter ſhould be divided amongſt fiſters, 
made Hawys abbeſs of Wincheſter; Cecille 
abbeſs of Shaftſbury; married Amys to the 
earl of Brittaine, and married Mabille the 
eldeſt ſiſter to his baſtard ſon Robert,* crea- 
ting him the firſt conſul and earl of Glou- 
ceſter after the conqueſt, This earl} very 
ſunday in the year had the abbot of Tewkeſ- 
bury and twelve of the monks to dine with 
him : He built the caſtle in Briſtol, and 
gave every tenth ſtone in the building of 
the caſtle, towards the building of a chapel 
to the Virgin Mary, in the priory of Saint 
James in Briſtol, which he had founded 
and ſubjected to the abbey of Tewkeſbury. 
He died the giſt of October 1147, and was 
buried in a tomb of green jaſper, in the 
choir of ſaint James' priory. | 

William his ſon and heir ſucceeded him, 
who married Hawiſe the daughter of the 
earl of Leiceſter. This earl William con- 
firmed all the charters, &c. which his an- 
ceſtors had granted to Tewkeſbury ; and 
died in 1183, and was buried at 1 
in Somerſetſhire; leaving iſſue by his ſaid 
wife three daughters, (viz.) Mabille, Amice, 
and Iſabel. Mabille 


® Robert, natural ſon of king Henry the 1ſt, 
was by Neſta daughter of Rhees ap Tudor, 
prince of South Wales. | 

+ He built the ſpire which formerly ſtood an 
the tower of Tewkeſbury Church, 
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Mabille the eldeſt married the earl of 
D' Evereux in Normandy, and had iſſue 
Almaric, who ſucceeded to the earldom of 
Glouceſter. but died without iſſue. 

Amice married. Richard de Clare carl of 
Hertford. 

Iſabel married John, called Lackland, ſon 
of king Henry the ſecond, who was after- 
wards king of England ; who the year after 
he * to the crown, having no iſſue 
was divorced from her for cauſe of conſan- 
guinity, and he married her to Geoftry de 
Mandevil earl of Eſſex, and gave him the 
county of Glouceſter with her ; which 
Geoffry dying ſoon after, Iſabel in the ſame 
king's reign, with his conſent, married 
Hugh de Burgh, chief juſtice of England, 
and ſoon after died without iſſue. 
Richard de Clare“ earl of Hertford ſuc- 
ceeded in right of his wife Amice to the 
faid eſtate. He died in 1206, and was bu- 
ried at Clare; leaving iſſue by his ſaid wife, 
Gilbert his only ſon. 

Gilbert 


® Richard de Clare was deſcended from Ri- 
chard who came over with William the conquer- 
or, and was eldeſt fon to the earl of Brian in 
Normandy ; was one of the chief juſtices of 
England in that king's reign ; and was ſeiſed of 
33 manors in Surry, 35 in Eſſex, 3 in Cam- 
bridgeſhite, 2 in Kent, 1 in Middleſex, 1 in 
Wilts, 1 in Devonſhire, and 95 in Suffolk, 
whereof Clare was the principal, | 


* 
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=» 


Gilbert de Clare ſucceeded his father 
Richard, and was the firſt earl of Glouceſter 
and Hertford, both which carldoms he held 
Jointly ; he reſided at Holms-Caſtle ſituated 
on a high hill adioining to Tewkeſbury, 
and married Iſabel daughter of William 
Marſhall earl of 3 This earl Gil- 
bert in 1230, gave to Tewkeſbury abbey 
the Mythe Wood ; and was buried in 
Tewkeſbury Church, in the middle of the 
chancel, leaving ſue by his ſaid wiſe, three 
ſons and two daughters, (viz.) Richard, 
William, Gilbert, Agnes, and Iſabel. His 
Counteſs afterwards married Richard, bro- 
ther to king Henry the 3d, and was buricd 
at Beaulieu in Hampſhire, but her heart ſhe 
ordered to be ſent in a filver cup to her 
brother, then abbot of Tewkeſbury, to be 
there interred before the high altar. 


Richard de Clare the ſecond,* eldeſt ſon 
and heir of Gilbert, ſucceeded his father in 
titles 


* Tt is recorded of Richard de Clare the 2d, 
that a Jew having fell into a privy or common 
vault at Tewkeſbury on a ſaturday, refuted to 
OR any one to help him out on that day, 

calt he ſhould profane his ſabbath z the earl 
hearing of it, gave orders that none mould aſſiſt 
him on the ſunday, reſolving to make him ob- 
ſerve the chriſtian ſabbath with the ſame ſolem- 
nity as he had done his own; but before Mon- 
day morning the jew was dead, 
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titles and eſtate and married Maud the earl 
of Lincoln's daughter. This earl Richard 
kept his Chriſtmas at Tewkeſbury, and had 
fixty knights to wait on him. He died July 
the 14th 1262, and was buried in the chan- 
cel of Tewkeſbury church, on the right 
hand of his father ; where were preſent the 
biſhops of Landaffe and Worceſter, twelve 
abbots, and a great number of barons, 

Yor noblemen ; and after- 
wards his counteſs embelliſhed his tomb 
with gold, filver, and precious ſtones, and 
with the ſword and ſpurs which he uſed 
when alive : He left iflue by his ſaid wife, 


_ three ſons and three daughters, viz. ] Gil- 


bert, Thomas, Benedict, Iſabel, Margaret, 
and Roſe, 


Gilbert de Clare the ſecond ſucceeded his 
father Richard in his titles and eſtate, and 
married Joan de Acres, daughter of king 
Edward the 1ſt. This earl Gilbert confirm- 
ed all the gifts of his anceſtors to Tewkeſ- 
bury church, and died at his caſtle of 
Monmouth the 7th of December 1295, and 
was buried at Tewkeſbury, on the left hand 
of Gilbert the firſt, under a plain ſtone, 
with an inſcription on braſs round the edges 
now defaced ; leaving iſſue by his ſaid wife 
one ſon and three daughters, viz. Gilbert, 
Elianor, Margaret, and Elizabeth, 


Gilbert 


191 


* Gilbert de Clare the gd fucceeded his 
father and married Maud the daughter of 
John de Burgh or Berrow earl of Ulſter, 
and had iſſue John, who died young, Earl 
Gilbert was killed the 2gd of June, at the 
battle of Bannockburn near Striveling in 
Scotland, 7th Edward 2d 1914, and was 
buried at Tewkeſbury, in the Virgin Mary's 
chapel, f on the left hand of his father; 
the chapel then ſtanding at the eaſt-end be- 
hind the altar, but is now demoliſhed and 
the ground an orchard, The lady Maud 
his counteſs, died the 2d of July 1315, and 
was buried on the left hand of her huſband, 
He left no iſſue, whereby his ſaid three 
ſiſters became his heirs, and the earldoms 
of Glouceſter and Hertford were divided. 
Elianor the eldeſt ſiſter, who was married 
to Hugh D' Eſpencer the younger, ſucceed- 
ed her brother in the third part of his eſtate 
and was the firſt counteſs off Glouceſter, and 
the patronage of the church of Tewkeſbury 
fell to her ſhare, 


D This 


Ralph de Monthermer after the laſt earl's 
death married Joan de Acres, and had livery of 


all the lands belonging to the earldom of Glou- 
ceſter. 


t The Virgin Mary's Chapel was near 100 
feet in length. 


( 20 ) 
This Hugh D'Eſpencer the youngert was 


executed at Hereford on a gallows 50 feet 
high, and quartered the 29th of November, 
1326, but ſome of his limbs were privately 
buried in Tewkeſbury church: He left iſſue 
by his ſaid wife three ſons, viz. Hugh, Ed- 
ward and Gilbert. 


B After his death his widow married the 
lord William le Zouch,* by whom ſhe had 
_— le Zouch : William lord le Zouch 


died 1ſt of March 1335, and was buried in 
the 


+ Hugh D'Eſpencer the younger was ſon of 
Hugh, and both father and ſon the great fa- 
vourites of king Edward the 2d. One of the 
anceſtors of the D*Eſpencer family was fteward 
to William the Conqueror. Hugh D'Eſpencer 
the younger was ſeiſed of at one time of 59 ma- 
nors, 28000 ſheep, 1000 oxen, 1200 kine, 40 
mares, 160 horſes, 2000 hogs, 3000 bullocks, 
40 tuns of wine, 600 bacons, 80 carcaſſes of 
martinmas beef, 600 muttons in his larder, 10 
tuns of cyder, 36 ſacks of wool, and a library 
of books, beſides in armour, plate, jewels and 
money to the value of 10,0001. and upwards. 

William lord le Zouch of Haringſworth, 
was deſcended from the earls of Bretagne. 

In 1408, Elizabeth the widow of another lord le 
Zouch was buried in the Virgin Mary's chapel. 

In another account tis ſaid this William la 
Touch was not of the family of the Zouch's of 
Haringworth, but one of the Mortimer's, nick+ 


named la Zouch from his ſcat, 


r 
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the middle of the Virgin Mary's chapel. 
Hugh D' Eſpencer the younger being 5 0 

was ſucceeded b | 
Hugh D'Eſpencer his eldeſt ſon, who 
married Elizabeth the daughter of William 
de Montacute earl of Saliſbury, and died 
without iſſue the 1gth February 1349, and 
was buried at Tewkeſbury, on the right ſide 
of the high altar. Elizabeth his widow 
married Guy D' Obrien, t knight, and both 
lie buried in a tomb in the iſle near the 
high altar, in ſaint Margaret's chapel. This 
Guy D'Obrien appropriated certain rents 
in Briſtol, to the office of {acriſt in Tewkeſ- 
bury monaſtery ; and to the prieſt who 
ſhould ſay the firſt maſs for the ſaid Guy, 
and for his ſurviving and dead kindred 
every day in Tewkeſbury church at ſaint 
D 2 Margaret's 


t Guy D' Obrien was of the Thomond family 
in Ireland, and in Edward the zd's reign, was 
a knight of the garter and admiral of his ma- 
jeſty's fleet from the Thames weſtward. He 
was ſummored to Pailiament from 24th Edw. 
3d. to 18th Richard 2d. | 

"Tis ſaid Elizabeth did not marry one of the 
Thomond family but lord Guy de Brien of 
Caſtle-Walwaine in Pembrokeſhire, who bore ; 
not the arms of the Iriſh Obriens, but more pro- 
bably was of Britiſh extraction, from a noble 
family in Devonſhire, whoſe name Tor-Brian 
in that county, preſerves to this day. 

Saint Margaret's chapel, commonly called 
Obrien's chapel. 
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Mayer's altar, and to the prieſt who 
ſhould officiate for a week 21d; and to him 
who ſhould celebrate maſs on his anniver- 
ſary day, or on the anniverſary day of Eli- 
zabeth his wife, if the abbot 58, if the prior 
gs. 4d. to him who ſhould read the goſpel, 
to the reader of the epiſtle, to him who 
ſhould hold the patten, and to the precentor 
and his two aſſiſtants 8d a piece, to the 
prior 12d, and to every monk 4d, 


Edward D'Eſpencer, ſecond ſon of Hugh 
the younger, died before his eldeſt brother 
Hugh, and having married Anne the 
daughter of lord Ferrers, left iſſue by her 


four ſons, viz, Edward, Thomas, Henry, 
and Gilbert, 


Edward the eldeſt ſon ſucceeded his 
uncle Hugh, and was created earl of the 


ale of Wight, and afterwards earl of De- 
vonſhire,“ and married Elizabeth, 
0 


Edward de Ferrers was buried in Tewkeſbury 
Church in the year 1395, near whom was buried 
Elizabeth his wife who died in 1401. Thomas 


their ſon was buried at Tewkeſbury in 1399, in 
the middle of the choir. 


His being created earl of the iſle of Wight 
is queſtionable; and tis ſaid earl of Devonſhire 
impoſſible ; the Courtenays being then in poſ- 
5 of that honour (Devonſhire) and had 
faffered no attainder, | 
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of the lord Bartholomew de Burgherſh, 
lord chamberlain to king Edward the gd. 
by whom he had two ſons and one daughter 
viz, Edward, Hugh and Cecile, who died 
in their infancy, and were buried at 
Tewkeſbury, in the Virgin Mary's cha 
which is now demoliſhed. This earl Ed- 
ward died in 1375, leaving iſſue by his ſaid 
wife a ſon named Thomas, and two daugh- 
ters, Anne and Margaret ; and was buried 
on the ſouth-fide of Tewkeſbury church, 
before the veſtry door, near the chancel ; 
where his wife in memory of him built the 
chapel of the Holy Trinity, His effigies is 
placed at the top of this chapel in a kneel- 
ing poſture, having painted on his ſurcoat 
the arms of the D'Eſpencers : He (amongſt 
other things) gave to the monaſtery of 
Tewkeſbury a cup of gold, and a jewel in 
which the — wafer was put on 
folemn days. Elizabeth his counteſs+ con- 
tinued his widow for gg years, and died in 
2409, and was buried at Tewkeſbury, on 
the left hand of her huſband under a marble 
ſtone : She (amongſt other things) gave to 
the monaſtery a ſuit of ſcarlet veſtments, 
embroidered with lions of gold, viz. one 
coat with three royal robes and white veſt- 
anents and fifteen mantles or copes. 
DT Thomas 


+ She afſumed not the title of counteſs: In 
Her laſt will ſhe only ſtyles herſelf Dame le D'E(- 


pencer. (Dugd, A. Ps» 396.) 
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Thomas D' Eſpencer, ſon and heir of his 
late father, ſucceeded him in titles and 
eſtate, and married Conſtance, daughter of 
Edmund de Langley duke of York, 5th ſon 
of king Edward the gd, and was created 
earl of Glouceſter in reſpect of his deſcent 
from Ehanor the wife of Hugh D' Eſpencer 
the younger. He joining with other noble- 
men to dethrone Henry the 4th, and bein 
taken at Briſtol, was there attainted an 
executed, 1ſt Henry 4th. and was after- 
buried at Tewkeſbury, in the middle of the 
choir ; leaving iſſue by his ſaid wife one 
fon and two daughters, viz. Richard, Eli- 


zabeth and Iſabel. 
Richard D'Eſpencer, ſon and heir of 


Thomas and his wife Conſtance, died at 
about eightcen years of age, when he was 
in guardianſhip to the ſaid Edmund duke 
of York, who had married him to Eliza- 
beth the eldeſt daughter of the earl of 
Weſtmorland ; he left no iſſue; and was 
buried at Tewkeſbury, on the left hand of 
his father. 


Elizabeth the eldeſt ſiſter died in her 
childhood. | 


Iſabel the youngeſt was married in 1411, 


at Tewkeſbury, by Thomas Parker the 18th 
abbot 
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abbot, to Richard Beauchamp,“ the 4th of 
that name, lord of Abergavenny, and after- 
wards created earl of Worceſter, ſon and 
heir of William lord Beauchamp. This 
Richard Beauchamp the 18th of March, 
1421, at Meaux in Brye in France, was 
ſtruck. on his ſide by a ſtone from a ſling, 
and ſoon after died without male+ iſſue, 
and was buried at Tewkeſbury the 25th of 
April following, at the bottom of the choir, 
between the pillars, near the founder's cha- 
pel, where the lady Iſabel his counteſs and 
widow built a chapel in 1438, in memory 
of him, to Mary Magdalen, f which was 
painted with the pictures of our Saviour, 
the twelve apoſtles, and many coats of 
arms, which are now defaced: Afterwards 
by a diſpenſation from the pope, ſhe mar- 
ried his couſin- german, Richard Beau- 
champ the 5th carl of Warwick, who was 
governor of France and Normandy under 
king Henry the 6th, and died at the city of 
Roan in 1439, and was buried the ſame 
year at Warwick, leaving iſſue by his ſaid 
wife 
® The Family of the Beauchamps was de- 
ſcended from Hugh de Beauchamp, who came 
into England with William the conqueror. 
+ He left iſſue a daughter, Elizabeth, who 


was anceſtreſs of a long line of lords Aberga- 
venny, not vet extinct. 


t Mary Magdalen's chapel now commonly 
called *Spencer's chapel, 
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wife Iſabel, one ſon and a daughter, viz. 
Henry and Anne. The lady Iſabel his 
counteſs ſettled lands of goo marks a year 
on the church and abbey of Tewkeſbury ; 
to the end that ſix monks might be added 
more than there were at the firſt founda- 
tion, She died the 26th of December 
1439, and gave by her will to Tewkeſbury 
church, all her jewels and other ornaments 
of her head and body, generally eſteemed 
worth goo marks; ſhe ordered four maſles 
to be ſaid in the new chapel ſhe had found- 
ed, for the good of her Goal, and the ſouls 
of her anceſtors and ſucceſſors ; and be- 
queathed to each of the prieſts who ſhould 
officiate, 2s. to be paid weekly: She alſo 
confirmed all the priveleges granted by her 
anceſtors, and was buried at Tewkeſbury 
near the chapel* ſhe had built, at the right 
hand of her father, igth January 1439, 
(under a carved marble ſtone) by the Rev. 
Thomas Plufford biſhop of Hereford, her 
confeſſor; the lords William Briſtow abbot 


of 


Her firſt huſband the earl of Worceſter was 
buried under that chapel ; but it appears from 
the inſcription ſubjoined, that ſhe was buried 
within the choir, on the right ſide (or to the 
ſouth) of her father the ear] of Glouceſter, who 
| : was depoſited in the middle of the choir, under 

a lamp which burned before the Hoſt, conſe» 
quently very near the high altar. : 
(Dugd, Monaſt.) | 
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of Tewkeſbury, and John abbot of Winch - 


comb. The inſcription round the wall of 
the chapel, now ſcarce legible, is, 


e Mementote Dna. Iſabella de le Spen- 
cer, Comitiſſa de Warwick, quæ hanc 
capellam fundavit in honorem Btæ. Mariæ 
Magdalenæ et obiit Londin apud Minores 
ccc Xð4ExxIXx Die Sti. Johannis Evange- 
liſtæ, et ſepulta in Choro Dextra Patris fu! 
cujus animz parcat Deus, Amen.“ 


Henry Beauchamp earl of Warwick, ſon 
and heir of Richard by Iſabel heireſs of the 
D' Eſpencer family, was about fourteen years 
old at his father's death : He was crowned 
king of the ifle of Wight by king Henry the 
ſixth, and declared premier earłdf England 
and was afterwards created duke of War- 
wick, and had the caſtle of Briſtol given 
him, and alſo the iſlands of Guernſey and 
Jerſey,* and the patronage of the Church 
of ſaint Mary Magdalen of Goldclif, with 
licence to appropriate that church and = 
ory to the church of Tewkeſbury : He died 
the eleventh of June 1446, at twenty-two 
years of age, at the caſtle of Hanley ; and 
was buried in the middle of "Tewkeſbury 


E choir 


Henry had no more than a reverſionary 
grant of the iſlands of Guernſey and Jerſey after 
the death of Humphrey duke of Glouceſter, but 
did not ſurvive that duke, 
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choir, between the monks ſtalls, which 
burial place is now before the chancel door: 
He confirmed all priveleges granted to the 
church of Tewkeſbury by his anceſtors, and 
gave all the ornaments which he wore, to 
make veſtments for the monaſtery : He 
married Cecily daughter to Richard Nevil 
earl of Saliſbury, who died the 28th of 
July 1401,* and was buried the 31ſt of the 
ſame July in the Virgin Mary's chapel at 
Tewkeſbury, in the ſame place where Wil- 
lam le Zouch had been buried; and left 
iſſue by her Anne a daughter who died in 
her infancy ; whereby Anne his ſiſter be- 
came his ſole heireſs. 

Anne, ſiſter and heireſs to Henry Beau» 
champ?* a> of Warwick, was married to 
Richard Nevil earl of Saliſbury,+ who in 
her right was alſo carl of Warwick, and 
generally called the ſtout earl of Wor mus 


In another account ſhe is ſaid to be born in 
1401, and that in 1449 ſhe took for her ſecond 
huſband, John lord Tiptot, created on that oc- 
caſion earl of Worceſter. 


+ Richard Nevil earl of Saliſbury was deſcend- 
ed from Gilbert de Nevil, who came into Eng- 
land with William the Conqueror ; whoſe de- 
ſcendants were earls of Weſtmorland ; but 
Richard the father of this Richard, having 
married Alice the daughter and heir of Thomas 
de Montacute earl of Saliſbury, he was created 
earl of Saliſbury, 
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and the make- king: He confirmed all pri- 
veleges granted by his anceſtors to Tewkeſ- 
bury church, and confirmed their charter 
of fiſhing in Severn and Avon. This earl 
was lain at the battle in Barnet Field in 
Hertfordſhire, fighting for the houſe of 
Lancaſter ; and left iſſue by his ſaid wife 
two daughters, viz, Iſabel and Anne, 


Ifabel married George duke of Clarence, 
(brother of king Edward the fourth) who 
was attainted and drowned in a butt of 
Malmſey wine, (his brother Richard duke 
of Glouceſter, afterwards king Richard the 
third, aſſiſting in the murder) and was bu- 
ried at Tewkeſbury, Iſabel dutcheſs of 
Clarence, the great patroneſs of Tewkeſ- 
bury monaſtery, died the twenty-ſecond of 
December 1476, at Warwick, and her 
body was brought to Tewkeſbury on the 
fourth day of January following : The lord 
John Strenſham abbot of Tewkeſbury with 
other abbots in their habits, and the whole 
convent received her body in the middle of 
the choir, and the funeral office was per- 
formed by the lord abbot and the reſt of 
the abbots with the whole convent in nine 
leſſons ; afterwards the funeral office was 
performed by the ſuffragans of the biſhop 
of Worceſter and the biſhop of Landaffe, 
and by the dean and chaplains of the duke, 
and the vigils were obſerved by the duke's 


Ez own 
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ewn family till the next day, which was 
the vigil of the epiphany: The ſuffragan of 
the biſhop of Landaffe celebrated the firſt 
maſs of ſaint Mary in ſaint Mary's chapel ; 
the ſecond maſs of the Trinity was cele- 
brated by the lord abbot at the high altar ; 
the ſuffragan of the biſhop of Worceſter 
celebrated the third mals of Eternal reſt, 
at which Peter Weld dottor of divinity and 
of the order of the minors at Worceſter, 
preached a ſermon in the choir, before the 
prelates ; and maſs being ended, the body 
was left under the herſe in the middle of the 
choir for thirty-fve days, and thoſe ſolemn 
exequies were daily performed during that 
time in the convent : Her body was buried 
in a vault (ſince diſcovered) behind the 
high altar, before the door of the Virgin 
Mary's chapel, and oppoſite the door of 
faint Edmund the martyr's chapel.* Geo. 
duke of Clarence left iſſue by his ſaid 
dutcheſs one ſon and one daughter, (viz.) 
Edward Plantagenet and Margaret. 
Edward 


Richard, ſecond ſon of George duke of Cla- 
rence, was born in Tewkeſbury Monaſtery, but 
died in his father's life time. 


The chapel of Edmund the martyr is known 
by the legend of bim deſcribed in fret work on 
[ the top of the chapel, his being ſhot with ar- 
' 7 rows, beheaded, and a wolf defending his head 
| - from other beaſts. 
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Edward Plantagenet was beheaded 15th 
Henry 7th. and Margaret was beheaded 
33d Henry 8th, 


Anne the youngeſt daughter of Richard 
Nevil earl of Saliſbury and Warwick, 
married Edward prince of Wales, ſon of 
king Henry the ſixth, who was ſtabbed by 
the aforeſaid Richard duke of Glouceſter, 
and ſhe ſoon afterwards married the ſaid 
duke of Glouceſter. 
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A MORE 
Chronologic Series or Succeſſion 
OF THE 
LORDS OF TEWKESBURY 
From the Conqueſt, 


THAN BEFORE STATED, 


B RESBURY at the time of taking 
the domeſday ſurvey, was part of the 
crown demeſnes, and is mentioned under 
the article Terra Regis in that book. It 
had been part of queen Maud's eſtate with 
Glouceſter, &c. after the conqueror's death 
his third ſon Henry claimed his mother's 

fefhons in England; of which king 

illiam Rufus had diſſeized him, beſtow- 
1ng them on a noble Norman, Robert Fitz- 
Hamon, a dependent and ſon-in-law of 
Roger earl of Shrewſbury ; whereby the 
_— (afterward Henry the firſt of Eng- 
and) was reduced during his brother's 
reign to a narrow ſubſiſtence in Normandy. 
(ordericus vitalis) Robert Fitz-Hamon lord 
of Glouceſter and Tewkeſbury, died in 


1107. 


Robert a natural ſon of king Henry the 
firſt, had the eldeſt daughter of Fitz-Hamon 


given him in marriage, and with 3 
ita- 


0 


Fitz-Hamon's Engliſh and Welſh lordſhips 
and was created earl of Glouceſter, 


1147. William his ſon, carl of Glou- 
ceſter, died in 1183, leaving only three 
daughters. 


1189. Iſabel the youngeſt daughter and 
with her the earldom of Glouceſter, lord- 
ſhip of Tewkeſbury, &c. were beſtowed 
by Ling Richard on his brother John earl 
of Cornwall. The prince was married to 
her Auguſt the 29th this year, at Marl- 
borough ; and held theſe eſtates during the 
reign of his brother : He built at Tewkel- 
bury the long-bridge, and gave the whole 
toll of his market there for the repair of it. 
Soon after his acceſſion to the crown in 
1200, he divorced Iſabel on pretence of 
barrenneſs, and in 1213 gave her in marriage 
to Geoffry de Mandevil carl of Eflex, but 
detained in his hands the town of Briitol 
and the Glouceſterſhire eſtate, part of her 
inheritance, In 1215 he reſigned thoſe ter- 
ritories to Geoffry, who was killed the next 
year, She died about 1218 without iſſue. 


Almaric ſon of the count of D'Evereux 
by Mabille, eldeſt fiſter of the late 
counteſs of Glouceſter, claimed now this 
inheritance ; and had -the title of earl of 
Glouceſter till his death, in or about 1221, 
without iſſue, Where- 
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Whereupon Gilbert de Clare earl of 
Hertford, ſon and heir of Amice the ſecond 
daughter of that William earl of Glouceſter 
who died in 1183, was admitted to the ho- 
nours of Glouceſter and Glamorgan and 
the lordſhips annexed, as his legal inheri- 
tance. He died in 1230. 


1230. Richard de Clare his ſon earl of 
Hertford and Glouceſter, 


1262, Gilbert de Clare the ſecond, his 
ſon ; commander in the battle of Eveſham, 
and one of the greateſt men of that age ; 
married a daughter of king Edward the firſt, 
On his death in 1295, (his ſon Gilbert be- 
ing then a child) 


Joan de Acres his reli kept poſſeſſion 
of the inheritance of the Clares in Glouceſ- 
terſhire; and her ſecond huſband Ralph de 
Monthermer had the title of earl of Glou- 


ceſter till her death in 1307. 


1307. Gilbert de Clare her ſon by her 
firſt huſband, becomes now earl of Glou- 
ceſter, lord of Tewkeſbury, &c. His only 
ſon John died y young. 1 3 the line 


of the Clares ended in this earl; who fell 


at the battle of Bannockburn in 1314; leav- 


ing three ſiſters his co-heirs, Elianor, Mar- 
garet and Elizabeth, 


Elianor 
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Elianor had the honour of Glouceſter to 
her ſhare, to which was added on the death 
of Maud, her brother's widow, in 1315, 
the manor and borough of Tewkeſbury, 
Hanley-Caſtle, and the reſt of Maud's 
dowry. Elianor was the wife of that un- 
fortunate favourite Hugh le D*'Eſpencer the 
younger; who bore the title of earl of Glou- 
ceſter in her right. Her ſecond huſband 
was William la Zouch de Mortimer, young- 
er {on of Robert de Mortimer lord of R1- 
card's Caſtle ; firnamed la Zouch from his 
manor houſe at Aſhby-de-la-Zouch. She 
died in "ap 1337 ; whereupon Hugh de 
Audley, her ſiſter Margaret's huſband, was 
created earl of Glouceſter ; but the lord 


1337. Hugh le D'Eſpencer ſon of coun- 
teſs Elianor, ſucceeded her in the fine inhe- 
ritance of Hanley-Caſtle, Tewkeſbury, 
Fairford, &c, which we find from this 
time diſunited from the honour of Glouceſ- 
ter. This lord died in February 1349. His 
relit Elizabeth afterwards married the lord 
Guy de Brien of Caſtle-Walwaine in Pem« 
brokeſhire. This Guy died in 1390; but 
ſhe (dame Elizabeth) deceaſed many years 
before, in 1339; whe n her whole 
dowry, including Hanley-Caſtle, Tewkeſ- 
bury Manor, Malvern Chaſe, &c. devolv- 
ed to her firſt huſband's nephew, 


F Edward 
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1359. Edward lord D'Eſpencer. He com- 
manded the rear of the Engliſh army in 
1373, during their moſt fatiguing and peri- 
lous march from Calais quite to Bourdeaux. 
A remarkable effigies of this warriour on his 
knees, on the top of Trinity Chapel, ſtrikes 
every ſtranger's eye on entering into the 
abbey choir. His wife Elizabeth de Burgh- 
erſh ſurvived him, and kept for her dowry 
the lordſhips of Hanley, Tewkeſbury, Fair- 
ford, &c. as long as ſhe lived. She had 
the pain of ſurviving her only {ſon Thomas 
D'Eſpencer earl of Glouceſter, who loſt 
his head at Briſtol in 1400. Upon her de- 
ceaſe in 1409, theſe eſtates fell to her 
grandſon, 


1409. Richard lord D' Eſpencer, only 
ſon of that earl, and then a minor; who 
died before his majority, in 1414 : Where- 
upon 


Iſabel D'Eſpencer his ſiſter became ba- 
roneſs of Tewkeſbury. She had been mar- 
ried when but eleven years old, to Richard 
Beauchamp lord Abergavenny ; who in 
2419, was by king Henry the fifth, created 
earl of Worceſter, and in March 1421 loſt 
his life in the ſiege of Meaux, (called Meuſe 
or Muſenburg by our hiſtorians) by a ſtone 
Caſt from a ſling, (ſee Val. Green's ſurvey 
gf Worceſter p. 189.) Their only * 
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zabeth, born at Hanley-Caſtle and after- 
wards wile of fir Edward Nevil, inherited 
the honours of Abergavem ermin- 
ſter, &c. but no —＋ e Pencers. 
Iſabel's ſecond hulband ws a much greater 
man; Richard Beauchamp earl of War- 
wick, tutor of king Henry the ſixth, and 
governor of Normandy ; who died April 
goth 1439. She 2 Sul him but eight 
months, By him ſhe had a ſon, 


Henry Beauchamp earl of Warwick, 
who inherited her eſtates, but had ſhort 
enjoyment of them; dying at Hanley m the 
flower of his age, 1446, about a year after 
he had been created duke. Anne his only 
child ſurvived him but four years : Where- 
upon his ſiſter 


1449. Anne Beauchamp, then wife of the 
ſtout Richard Nevil earl of Saliſbury, ſuc- 
ceeded to the vaſt united inheritance of the 
D'Eſpenſers and Beauchamps. On this oc- 
caſion her huſband was gratified with the 
title of the earl of Warwick. After the fall 
of that renowned earl in Barnet Field, 1471, 
ſhe was forced to abſcond, and reduced to 
great diſtreſs. Edward the fourth would 
have ſeized on her eſtates, had not her 
daughters been his iſters-in-law ; but he 
put thoſe ladies in poſleſſion of them all, by 
a partition of the 9 — between them; 
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and an act of parliament in 1473, confirmed 
that partition. Poor counteſs Anne had the 
— of being lodged in priſon by her 
ſon-in-law king Richard the third, 

1472. Iſabel dutcheſs of Clarence, the 
elder of thoſe daughters, had the manor of 
Tewkeſbury included in her ſhare. She 
died in child-bed December the twenty- 
ſecond 1476, aged 25, The duke her huſ- 
band who derived from her his title of earl 
of Warwick and Saliſbury, ſuffered, not 
much more than a. twelvemonth aſter, a 
private execution in the tower. The cir- 
cumſtance of the butt of Malmſey wine, 
mentioned in moſt of our chronicles, ſeems 
to ſmell of the fabulous, Their only ſur- 
viving ſon 


Edward Plantagenet, entitled earl of 
Warwick, heir of Tewkeſbury and of the 
Crown of England, was ſeized and impri- 
ſoned by his tyrannic uncle Richard the 
third, in the beginning of his reign ; re- 
moved to ſafer cuſtody in the tower by his 
cautious couſin Henry the ſeventh, and 
moſt inhumanly beheaded when about 


twenty-five years old, to facilitate the Span- 


iſh match in 1499 99. But the innocent youth 
had been ſtri of all his inheritance ten 
years —— a reſumption which Juſtice 
— ſaid to demand in — of his unfor- 
tunate grandmother Anne, counteſs of 
| Warwick 
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Warwick and Saliſbury, The above-men- 
tioned aft of parliament was repealed ; and 
by a ſtatute 3d Henry 7th, it was enacted 
that all the eſtates of which that counteſs 
had been diſſeized, and which in her life 
time againſt the order of nature, had been 
ſhared between her daughters the dutcheſſes 
of Clarence and Glouceſter, ſhould be re- 
ſtored to the ſaid counteſs, with power to 
alien them all or any part thereof, The 
meaning of this pious aft of reſtitution ſoon 
appeared ; for the old counteſs was obliged 
in the very ſame year to execute a feoff- 
ment, whereby ſhe granted and conveyed 
to the king and his iſſue male in perpetuity, 
all the reſtored eſtates, (viz.) Warwick and 
twelve other manors in Warwickſhire ; 
the city of Worceſter, Hanley, Upton- 
upon-Severn, Elmley-Caſtle, Wich and 
thirteen other manors in Worceſterſhire ; 
Tewkeſbury, Fairford, and twelve other 
manors in Glouceſterſhire ; Glamor 

&c. in Wales; Walſhall and four other 
manors in Staffordſhire ; Barnard Caſtle in 
the biſhoprick of Durham ; conſiderable 
lordſhips and eſtates in ſixteen other coun- 
ties; together with the iſles of Jerley, 
Guernſey and Sark. This was a manceuvre 
of Henry the ſeventh, unnoticed by his 
hiſtorians, Thus he reduced to a ſtate of 
dependence and poverty the children of the 


houſe of Clarence, (of whoſe title he had 
Cauſe 


Les tw. 


* 
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cauſe to be jealous) under pretence ol reſti- 
tution to their grandmother, and yet with- 
out intruſting power in the hands of the old 
countels ; to whom he aſligned the little 
manor of Sutton in Warwickſhire, and 
what further penſion is uncertain, for her 
meagre maintenance during life. 


From this time (1488) the lordſhip of 
Tewkeſbury was annexed to the crown, 
till the 22d of March, 7th ſames 11t. (1606) 
The ſaid king for 2453l. 7s. 4d. conſider- 
ation money paid him; by his letters patent 
then dated, granted (inter alia) to the Cor- 

oration of Tewkeſbury, „The Manor and 
Four of Tewkeſbury,” and the ſame 
now remain 1n that corporation, 


23d March, 7th James 1ſt. 1609. The 
town obtained the privelege of ſending its 
repreſentatives to the Houſe of Commons 
by the ſaid king's charter. then dated; and 
in 1609 appear the firſt members of parlia- 
ment for this borough, | 


ON 


1 
Ox the ſouth- ſide of the church, under 


an arch, hes (as tis ſaid) Edmund duke of 
Somerlet, who was beheaded after the battle 
of Tewkeſbury in 1471. | 


On the north-hde of the church, under 
an arch, lies the lord Wenlock ; who was 
killed in the battle of Tewkeſbury by the 
ſaid duke of Somerſet : He is repreſented 
in armouz, bearing on his ſhield a chevron 
between thres heads: He is ſaid to have 
been gentleman of the horic, to Edward 
prince of Wales, 


Under the tower at the entrance into the 
chancel, lies the ſaid prince of Wales, un- 
der a large plain ſtone which had bralles 
underneath. 


On the north- ſide of the chancel under 
two arches, are two altar grey-marble mo- 
numents, which are ſaid to be for two abbots 
of this monaſtery ; and beyond is the effigies 
of a man lying in full proportion, which is 
ſaid to be Robert Fortington, the 12th 
abbot of this place, who died in 1253; over 
it theſe arms are carved in ſtone, (viz.) a 
chevron inter three eſcallops: Over all 
impaling a palmer's ſtaff, 


On the ſouth-ſide of the chancel is ano- 
ther altar monument of grey-marble, on the 
top of which is a crols carved, and round 

the 


64) 


the verge are theſe words yet remaining, 
«Johannes Abbas hujus Loci.” This verge 
was inlaid with braſs, which being gone, 
little can be made out of the letters ſave the 
impreſſion of theſe few on the ſtone, 


Above this was the monument of another 
abbot, but it is now defaced. 


Near the high altar is a handſome monu- 
ment of George and Iſabel, duke and 
dutcheſs of Clarence; with their effigies in 
marble at full length ; and oppoſite 1s the 
tomb of the before-mentioned Guy D'Obri- 
1 en and Elizabeth his wife, with his effigies 
Hh on the top at full length in armour, and 
ih bearing arms on the right three piles en 
{ point, and on the left three lozenges. Three 
iles being the arms of the Obriens and the 
ozenges of the Montacutes, 


r * 1 
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The monks ſtalls which formerly reach- 
ed into the body of the church, were re- 
moved into the chancel in 1602, as appears 


1 by an old churchwarden's book. 


In 1607 a large entire blue ſtone was 
found under ground in the church, thirteen 
feet and eight inches long, three feet and 
half broad, and ſeven inches thick; which 
for ſome time was placed in the middle of 
the choir and uſed as a communion table, 


1 


In the body of the church between two 
pillars near the ſont is an ancient ſtone, as 


under, 
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Reap, Leyer de parr gyt ycy Dieux de 
* a alme en eyt mercy, 
n In Engliſh thus, 
0 Leger de Parr lies here: God on his 
* ſoul have mercy, 
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WTCTECQGUNT 
he | 


COATS OF ARMS, 


FOUND ABOUT THE CHURCH, 


Belonging to Perſons buricd there, &c, 


N the Robing Room. A croſs formy 
between four martlets or; ſuppoſed to 
be the arms of the kings of the welt-ſaxons. 


On cloſer view it is obſerved, five mart- 
lets given by the kings particularly by by Ed- 


ward the confeſſor, and ſeem old coats re- 
moved from ome. other places and fixed 
here, 


Againſt the wall at the end of the chancel 
and in other parts are ſeen, three crowns, 
ſuppoſed to be the arms of the caſt angles, 


| Robert Fitz-Hamon bore for his arms, 2 


lion rampant gardant, to be ſeen in the 
chancel window, EO, 


Robert carl of Glouceſter, baſtard = of 
ng 


1 


king Henry the firſt, bore for his arms, 
three reſts gules in a field or. 


It is ſaid in the Genealogical Hiſtory put 
out by Sandford king at arms, that theſe 
arms were antiently painted on a coverin 
of a tomb of Gilbert de Clare in Tewkel: 
bury Church, as deriving is deſcent from 
the heir general of this 722 but no ſuch 
tomb or covering is now to be ſeen, though 
upon ſeveral figures dug up in the ruins 
theſe arms are to be ſeen, and are given by 
che Granville's as deſcending from a bro- 
ther of Robert Fitz-Hamon. 


Richard de Clare earl of Hertford, who 
married Amice the ſecond daughter of Wil- 
liam earl of Glouceſter, gave for arms, three 
chevrons gules in a field or; to be ſeen in 
the chancel winde and many places about 
the church. 


In Sandford's Genealogical Hiſtory it is 
ſaid, that a label of three points argent each 
charged with a lanton gules, was a coat 
attributed to the Clares, and placed on the 
firſt quarter with the chevrons ; as appears 
on the covering of a tomb of Gilbert de 
Clare earl of Glouceſter, in Tewkeſbury 
Church, 
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ET XI 


The lord Hugh de Audley* married 
Margaret ſecond daughter of Gilbert de 
Clare the ſecond by his lady Joan de Acres, 
and bore for his arms, gules a fret or and a 
border argent ; to be ſeen about the church, 


Hugh D'Eſpencer the younger married 
Elianor the cldeſt daughter of Gilbert de 
Clare the ſecond, by his lady Joan de 
Acres, The D'Elpencers arms are, Quar- 
terly argent and — * a fret or, over all a 
bendlet ſable; to be ſeen in the chancel 


windows and many places about the 
church. 


Richard Beauchamp the fifth earl of 
Warwick, was {econd huſband to Iſabel 
oungeſt daughter of Thomas D'Eſpencer 
by his lady Conſtance ; and gave for his 
arms, A feſle between ſix croſlets. 


In the eaſt window over the altar are 
ainted on pannels : 1. D'Eſpencers, 2. 
lares. g. Abbey Arms, field gules croſs 
or. 4. Five barrs azure in a field argent, 
5. Nebuly gules: The arms of the D'Amo- 
ry's. Roger of that name married Elizabeth 
the youngeſt daughter of Gilbert de Clare 


the 


The lord Hugh de Audley was buried at 
Tewkeſbury, on-the north-ſide of the high altar 


in the year 1348. In his wife's right he was 
created earl of Glouceſter, 
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the ſecond, by his lady Joan de Acres : She 
was firſt married to John de Burgh or Ber- 
row earl of Ulſter, and founded Clare-Hall 
in Cambridge.“ The arms of the earl of 
Uliter are, Field or, croſs gules, 


In the north-eaſt window, A lion ſable 
crowned or, on the right; and on the left 
the arms of the D'Eſpencers, being the coat 
of arms of the Morleys. Thomas Morley 
married Anne the eldeſt daughter of Ed- 
ward D*Eſpencer earl of the iſle of Wight 
and of Devonſhire, 


On the north-ſide in the ſame windows 
are painted four warriours, bearing on their 
breaſt-plates their arms : 1, Three reſts, 
the arms of Robert earl of Glouceſter. 2. 
Three chevrons, the Clares. g. The D'Eſ- 

ncers. 4. A lion rampant gardant or, 

itz-Hamon's, 


In another window on the ſouth-ſide, 
The le Zouch's arms, (viz.) Gules, ten 
beſants. For ſome account of lord William 
le Zouch, ſee page 20, 


At 


The counteſs of Ulſter afterwards married 
Theobald baron of Verdune. Another account 
ſays ſhe never was counteſs : Her firſt huſband 
John de Burgh died before his father the earl of 
Ulſter. In all her grants ſhe ſtyles herſelf Do- 
mina de Clare, baroneſs of Clare. 
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At the weſt front of the church which is 
adorned with ſeveral ſhields and carvings, 
are theſe arms painted: 

Gules, a lion rampant regardant or. 

In a lozenge or, a feſſe vary between ſix 
labels of three points ſable. 

In a lozenge - - - (defaced) 

Gules, a croſs ragule or. 

Or a feſſe vary between ſix labels of three 
points ſable. 

Gules, a ſaltier argent. 

Per bend ſable and or a lion rampant 

counterchanged. 


church are theſe arms : 

In a lozenge or on a bend inter two cof- 
files gules an eſcallop, impaling gules, a 
bend or. Tracy of Stanway impaling. 

Under a mitre argent two keys in Aiden, 
the dexter or ſurmounted of the ſiniſter 
argent. 

In a lozenge gules a dexter hand coupe 
argent, on a Chief of the ſecond, three cocks 
of the firſt impaling or : Hancocke of 
Twyning. A felle wavey between fix la- 
bels of three points ſable, 

As the laſt paternal coat, impaling gules, 
a feſſe vary argent and azure inter three 
mullets argent : Hancocke Twyning impa- 
ling Baugh of Twyning. 

Azure, a lion rampant argent ; Pool of 
Saperton, | THE 
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THE 
N. A — 
OF THE 


ABBOTS or TEWKESBURY, 


WII n 
The reipeQive years in which they were 


AD MITTE . 


1109 Gn the firſt abbot who was 


abbot of Cranburne, 
1110 Robert. 


1124 Benedict, who died 1137. 
1137 Roger, ſometimes called Robert. 
1162 Fromund, who died in 1178. 
1189 Robert, who died the next year. 
1188 Alan, prior of Canterbury, died 1202, 
1202 Walter, who died in 1213. 
1213 Hugh, prior of this place, died 1214« 
1215 Bernard, a monk of this place, 
1216 Peter of Worceſter, a monk, He 
died in 1232, 
1232 Robert, the prior of this place, He 
died in 1253. 
1254 Thomas of Stoke, who died in 1275. 
1277 Richard, who died in 1282, 
1292 Thomas Kemſey. 
1329 John 
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1329 John Cotes. 
1362 Thomas Cheſterton, who died 1989, 
1390 Thomas Parker, who died 1412, 
1414 William Briſtow, 
| 1443 John Abindon. 
1468 John de Salys. 
* ohn Strenſham, who died in 1481. 
| 1481 Richard Cheltenham, died in 1509. 
| 1509 Henry Beoly. 

| 1531 John Wich alias Wakeman, the firſt 
| biſhop of Glouceſter, 


— — ” 


By other accounts John Walker ſucceeded 
Henry Beoly and died in 1531, and was buried 
in his monaſtery under a marble ſtone with his 
coat of arms, and was ſucceeded the ſame year 


by John Wich alias Wakeman, 


a 
| John Wich alias Wakeman died about the 
| beginning of December x 549, having in his life 
| time erected a tomb for his place of burial, in 
= * Tewkeſbury Church, in the north · ſide of a little 
| chapel ſtanding ſouth-eaſt from the high altar. 
win fays G was buried at Worthington, 
| meaning Wormington in Glouceſterſhire ; tho? 
| Wood rather thinks at Forthampton in the ſaid 
county, where he had a houſe and chapel, 


. 


THE 


. 

THE abbey and monaſtery of Tewkeſ- 
bury were the laſt of the religious founda- 
tions in Glouceſterſhire, ſurrendered to 
king Henry the eighth. The ſurrender was 
—_ under the convent ſeal by John Wich 
alias Wakeman, the abbot with fifteen of 
his monks the gth day of January 1539, 
and in the thirty-firſt year of that king's 
reign; to Robert Southwell, eſq. William 
Petre, Edward Kairn, and John London, 
doctors of law ; John ap Price, John Kings- 
man, Richard Paulett and William Bernars, 
eſquires; commiſſioners aſſigned by his ſaid 
majeſty to take the ſurrender of divers mo- 
kar ver to by force of his majeſty's commiſ- 
ſion to them or any ſix, five, four, or three 
of them in that behalf directed, and dated 
at Weſtminſter the ſeventh of November, 
in the ſaid thirty-firſt year of his reign, as 
well of thoſe monaſteries by his majeſty ap- 
1 to be altered, as of thoſe to be diſ- 
olved, according to the tenor and effect of 
his majeſty's commiſſion, with inſtructions 
to them likewiſe delivered, as by certificate 
under the above-named commiſſioners ap- 
= The introduction to which ſurren- 
er was in form following: 


& To all chriſtian people to whom theſe 
© preſents ſhall come, We the abbot, &c. 
& and brothers of the ſaid monaſtery, ſend 
© greeting, Know ye, that we upon full 
L conſideration, certain knowledge and 
H 6 meer 


| 
| 
[ 
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« conſciences, have freely and voluntarily 
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« meer motion, and for divers cauſes juſt 
and reaſonable, moving our ſouls and 


65 == and granted to our lord the king, 
c.“ 


THrar the clear yearly value of all the poſ- 
ſeſſions belonging to the ſaid late monaſ- 
tery, as well ſpiritual as temporal, beſides 
wy 8s. 1d. granted in fees and annui- 
ties to ſeveral perſons by letters patent 
under the convent ſeal for their lives, 
was — — — 1595l. 17s. d. 


That the penſions aſſigned by the commiſ- 
ſioners to the abbot and other members of 
that monaſtery were as follow, (viz.) 

To John Wich alias Wakeman 
the late abbot — 266 13 
Jo John Beoly late prior there 16 0 
To John Bromeſgrove the late 
prior & Deerhurſt — 1g 6 
To Robert Cireceſter the late 
rior of St. James — 13 6 
To William Didcot the late 
prior of Cranburne — 10 
To Robert Cheltenham, B. D. 10 
To Two Monks — — 10 
To One Monk —— — 7 
To Twenty-ſeven Monks each 
6l, 138. 4d, —— 180 o © 


—— goo 


1.526 6 8 
Remains clear I. 1059 10 10 


9 0 080 838 
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That the keys of the treaſury were delivered 
to Richard Paulett recerver, and the re- 
cords and evidences belongin to the 
monaſtery with the houſes and buildings 
aſſigned to remain undefaced, were com- 
mitted to the cuſtody and care of John 
Whittington, Knight. A particular of 
which houſes and dae ſo preſerved, 
is as under- mentioned: 

The lodging called Newark, leading 
from the gate to the late abbot's lodging, 
with the buttery, pantry, cellar, kitchen, 
larder and paſtry thereto adjoining. 
The late abbot s lodging, —The Hoſtrey. 
— The great gate entering into the court 
with the 10 ging over the ſame.— The 
abbot's ſtable, bake-houſe, brew-houſe, 
and laughter-houſe. 

The almary barn, dairy houſe, 

The — lone next avon. 

The malt-houſe with the garners in the 
ſame. 

The ox-houſe in the barton 

The barton gate and the lodging over the 
ſame, 


That the buildings deemed to be ſuperſtiti- 
ous and ſu 8 and fit to be deſtroy- 

ed, were alſo committed to the ſaid John 

R n, knight, and were as follow; 

The church with the chapels, 

The cloiſter, chapter-houſe, the two 


8 dormitories. 
* H 2 The 
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- The rey with chapels and lodgings 
t 


within the ſame, 

The work-hay, with another houſe ad- 
Joining to the ſame. The convent 

itchen. The library. 

The miſericord. 

The old hoſtrey. The chamberer's 
lodging. 

The new hall. 

The old parlour adjoining to the abbot's 
lodging. 

The cellars or butler's lodging. The 
poultry houſe. 

The garner. The almary, and all other 

ouſes and lodgings not before re- 

ſerved. 


That the following account contains all the 


different materials belonging to the late 
monaſtery, and which were ſeized by the 
commiſſioners for his majeſty's uſe: 
Leads remaining upon the choir, iſles, 
and chapels annexed to the cloiſter, 
chapter-houſe, frater, ſaint Michael's 


chapel, halls, infirmary and gate-houſe, 
were eſteemed to be - — 180 fodder, 


The bells remaining in the ſteeple were 


eight poize by eſtimation — 1 4,600lb, 


Reſerved for his majeſty's uſe as follow : 
Iwo mitres gilt garniſhed with rugged 


pearl and counterfeit ſtones, 
The 


(38 ) 
The ſilver plate reſerved for his majeſty's 


uſe was as under : 
ounces 
Silver gilt - 329 
A parcel of ditto - 605 
Plain filver - 497 


— > — 


Total of ounces 1431 


The ornaments reſerved for his majeſty's 
uſe were, 
One cope of ſilver tiſſue, with one 
cheſible and tunicle of the ſame. 
One cope of gold tiſſue, with one che- 
ſible and two tunicles of the ſame. 


The ornaments, goods, and chattels belong- 
ing to the ſaid late monaſtery were ſold 
by the ſaid commiſſioners as in a book of 
ſales thereof made appears, for the ſum of 

— — — 194 8 0 


To money given to thirty- eight religious 
perſons of the ſaid monaſtery — 80 13 4 
To one hundred and forty- four 
ſervants of the ſaid late monaſtery, 
for their wages and liveries 75 10 © 
Paid the debts of the ſaid 
monaſtery —— — — 1812 © 


— ———_—_—_—_—_— 
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A liſt of the eccleſiaſtical livings in the gift 
of the monaſtery of Tewkeſbury. 


Parſonages. Vicarages, 


Glouceſterſhire - - 4 10 
Worceſterſhire — 2 
Warwickſhire — 2 
Wiltſhire & Briſtol - 5 3 
1 
3 


Oxfordſhire — 2 
Somerſetſhire — 
Devonſhire — 1 
Cornwall — — 2 
Glamorganſhire — — 5 
Dorſetſhire — 4 2 
21 27 


John Wich alias Wakeman the laſt abbot 
of this monaſtery, was made the firſt biſhop 
of Glouceſter in 1541, by whichks penſion 
ceaſed, The ſcite of the abbey was granted 
Thomas Stroud, Walter Earle, and James 
Paget, 36th Henry 8th. and is now veſted. 
in the earl of Eſſex, 


For an account of the lands and poſſeſſi- 
ons belonging to the late monaſtery of 
Tewkeſbury, ſee | | 

A record of the augmentation office 

dated 93d Henry 8th, proved in the 

cauſe Wriggan and Awbrey 1676. 


& Manus- 


1801 


Manuſcripts. 


Chron. ſive Annal. de Tewkeſbury ab 
Edw. Conf. ad A. D. 126g. In Bib. 
Cott. Coyne, A. 7. 2. Regiſt, Monaſt. 
de Tewkeſbury | 
In Bib. Cott. A. 7. g. Regiſt, 
de Tewkeſbury pems Dom. Spencer. 


4th June 34th Hen. 8th. That the ſaid 
king for 480l. paid him, conveyed by in- 
denture then dated, to the bailiffs, burgeſſes 
and commonalty of the borough and town 
of Tewkeſbury, 


The abbey church ; which is a large no- 
ble ſtructure built in the form of a croſs, 
with a tower in the middle ſeventy yards 
high, ſtanding on four arches, There is a 
ſpacious iſle on each fide much lower than 
the body, and alſo two handſome croſs iſles 
with a large chancel, divided from the 
choir by an organ, erected at the pariſh- 
ioners expence in the year 1736, and the 
whole fabrick is adorned with battlements 
and pinnacles. The roof of the church is 
* by ſeven pillars on each ſide, as 
is alſo the chancel with neat pillars, the 
windows of which are of painted glaſs. 


The church is thirty-eight yards high and 47 7 ” 


twenty-four yards broad. There is a large 
veſtry where the records of the monaſtery 


Were 
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were formerly kept, and has a ſtrong iron 
door faced with wood. 


The church is in the deanry of Winch- 
comb and is only a curacy. 
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EWKESBURY lies in the hundred of 
Tewkeſbury, and is ſo called from 
Theocus an eminent hermit who dwelt in 
this place about the year 700, and had a 
chapel on the banks of the ſevern. 


The town of Tewkeſbury is rendered 
famous in hiſtory ſor the battle fought here 
on the 4th day of May 1471, between the 
houſes of York and Lancaſter, wherein 
king Edward the fourth totally defeated the 
army of king Henry the ſixth, commanded 
by Edmund duke of Somerſet : The parti- 
culars of which action is related by hiſtori- 
ans of the beſt credit as follow : 


Margaret, queen to king Henry the 6th, 
landed on Eaſter-day 1471, at Weymouth 
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in Dorſetſhire, accompanied by her ſon 


Edward prince of Wales, and Edmund 
Beaufort duke of Somerſet, with a ſmall 


body of French forces ; and ſoon taking 
the field, marched through Devonſhire and 


Somerſetihire to the city of Briſtol, Her 
followers being increaſed to a very conh- 


deradle army, the advanced to Tewkeſbury, 


from whence ſhe purpoſed marching to- 
wards Wales, and join the earl of Pem- 
broke: But this ſcheme was defeated by the 


. Vigilance and activity of king Edward, who 


proicribed her and all her adherents by pro- 
clamatton ; and began his march immedi- 
ately towards the banks of the Severn, in 
order to engage her before ſhe ſhould effect 
a junction with Pembroke. As ſhe had 
been denied entrance into Glouceſter, 
where ſhe firſt intended to have croſſed the 
river, ſhe had marched to Tewkeſbury with 


the ſame deſign ; but Edward was ſo cloſe. 


at her heels, that ſhe could not paſs the 
Severn without expoſing her rear to certain 
deſtruftion : It was therefore reſolved in a 
council of war, that the army ſhould be 
intrenched in the park adjoining the town, 
and remain in that ſituation till the arrival 
of the earl of Pembroke ; who had already 


" ſent her ſome 7 any and was himſelf on 


his march to join her, with a conſiderable 


body of forces raiſed in Wales. This plan 
vas immediately put in execution; and 


Edward 


(> WE 
Edward coming up, reſolved to attack them 
in their intrenchments before they ſhould 
be more ſtrongly fortified or reinforced, 
For this purpoſe he drew up his army in 
two lines, and gave the command of the 
firſt to his youngeſt brother Richard duke 
of Glouceſter, and commanded the ſecond 
line himſelf, aſſiſted by his brother George 
duke of Clarence, The duke of Somerlet 
diſpoſed the queen's army in three lines 
within the intrenchments; and he himſelf 
commanded the van, that he might ſuſtain 
the firſt ſhock of the enemy. The ſecond 
line was commanded by the lord Wenlock, 


under the prince of Wales, who was con- 


ſidered as general in chief; and the rear 
was —— by John Courtenay earl of 
Devonſhire. King Edward obſerving that 
the duke of Somerſet had left ſome open- 


ings in the front, through which he might 


ſally, and being well acquainted with the 
impetuous diſpoſition of that nobleman, di- 
retted his brother Glouceſter, (who began 
the attack) to decoy Somerſet from his in- 
trenchments, by giving ground and retreat- 
ing with precipitation, until he ſhould ſee 
Somerſet and his line in the open plain, 
and then to turn and renew the charge; in 
which caſe he ſhould be properly ſuſtained, 
Glouceſter having received his inſtructions, 
attacked the intrenchments with great vi- 
gour, and mecting with a very warm re- 

— ception, 
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ception, retired in ſuch hurry and ſeeming 
confuſion, that Somerſet believing they 
fled, ſallied out of his intrenchments to 
purſue them, and at the ſame time ſent or- 
ders to lord Wenlock to {ollow and ſupport 
him in caſe of emergency, Glouceſter ha- 
ving by this ſtratagem drawn his antagoniſt 
into the open plain,* immediately halted 
his troops, who inſtantly formed, and he 
led them back to the charge, which was 
made with ſo much fury, that the Lancaſ- 
trians who had begun the purſuit in difor- 
der, gave way and retreated with the great- 
eſt precipitation into their intrenchments. 
Upon * the duke of Somerſet per- 
ceiving that lord Wenlock had not made 
any advance from his ſtation to ſupport the 
firſt line, was ſo ir.cenſed that he rode up 
to him and cleft his ſcull with a battle-ax; 
and the duke of Glouceſter entering the in- 
trenchments with the fugitives, made a ter- 
rible carnage. The young prince of Wales 
(being then but eighteen years of age ſee- 
ing all his army in confuſion, did not 
know on which ſide to turn; and the duke 
of Somerſet was ſo choaked with indigna- 
tion, that he could hardly ſpeak, much leſs 
take the neceſſary ſteps for reducing his 
troops to order. King Edward ä 
his brother with the ſecond line, complet 
the overthrow of the queen's army, which 
was 


* Glaſton Meadow, 
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was routed with great ſlaughter, the ſecond . 
and third lines having run away without 
#riking one blow. The carl of Devonſhire, 
Sir John Beaufort brother to the duke of 
Somerſet, Sir John Delves, &c. were 
ſound among the dead, which amounted to 
three thouſand men. The duke of Somer- 
let, John Langſtrother great prior of Saint 
John, Sir Humphrey Handley, Sir Ed- 
mund Havarde, Sir William Wichingham, 
Sir John Leukenor, Sir William Vaule, 
Sir Gervaſe Clifton, Sir William Carr, Sir 
Henry Roſs, Sir Thomas Treſham, Sir 
William Lirmouthe, Sir John Urman, Sir 
Thomas Seinar, Sir William Rowys, Sir 
William Newborow, knights; John ſon of 
Sir John Delves, Henry Wateley, eſq; 
Henry Barow, eſq; and Fielding, = 
retired to the abbey-church, thinking they 
would have been ſafe in that ſanctuary; 
from which however they were forcibly 
dragged and executed, The prince of 
Wales falling into the hands of his enemies, 
was brought into the preſence of king Ed- 
ward, who, with an air of inſolence, de- 
manded, How he durſt preſume to enter 
his kingdom in arms ?” To this arrogant 
queſtion the prince replied with great for- 
titude and dignity, that He had come to 
recover his father's crown and his own 
inheritance, which Edward had unjuſtly 
uſurped,” He had no ſooner my 
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theſe words, which would have excited the 
admiration and eſteem of a generous enemy, 
than king Edward {truck him on the face 
with his gauntlet, and retired ; and this 
ſeems to have been a pre-concerted ſignal 
to the dukes of Clarence and Glouceſter, 
the lord Haſtings, and Thomas Grey, the 
ſon of queen Elizabeth, who inſtantly fell 
upon him like ſo many wild beaſts, and 
ſtabbed him in ſeveral places with their 
daggers.* His mother queen Margaret be- 
ing found on the field of battle in a waggon 
where ſhe lay more dead than alive, was 
ſent priſoner to the Tower of London, 
where ſhe remained about four years, until 
the king of France ranſomed her for fifty 
thouland Crowns, 


® The prince of Wales is ſuppoſed to be 
murdered in the houſe belonging to and in the 
poſſeſſion of Mrs. Webb, Ironmonger. 
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Page 28, Line 17, for EARL read pukE. 
P. 37, L. 4, for the D' Eſpencers, read the 
Es rar E of the D'Eſpencers, 

P. 52, L. 20, for AT read or. 

P. 26, L. 17, for 1s read 1s. 

P. 57, L. 28, read, the length of the 
Church is 107 Yards, 


